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It’s salmon time!!! 

September Program   - Chester Allen - Fishing Nude Beaches (??) 

The Leader Line 
By 

Chuck Tye 
 

I would like to thank John and Cathy Clark for hosting the club during the 15-18 August 
fishing trip. A great time was had by all who attended and fishing was great. Plan to 
attend next year because you won’t be disappointed. Thanks again to John and Cathy. 
 
As for club news, the board of directors has been busy working on club business and 
working to build a long term plan for the club. For starters we had to review and re-
word the club by-laws. Not that they were bad but they needed to be cleaned up and 
clarified. This will of course require a club vote before they become final.  
 
We have revised the club membership policy which should make everyone happy and 
will go in effect 1 Jan 2015. First, dues will not increase.  Second, memberships will 
now be family memberships. This means spouses and siblings living at the same ad-
dress are eligible to become club members. Third, if you’re a member who is late pay-
ing your dues for the year all you pay is the $40. You only pay for a name tag if you lost 
yours. If you’re a new member and join after dues are due you pay $40 or the prorated 
rate based on when you join. You still pay for the name tags for you and your family 
members.  
 
We have revised the budget guidance. In a nutshell, it provides for club operating cost, 
emergency funds, and funds that we can now start looking at applying to club events, 
education, conservation, etc. etc.  
 
We are also building a long term plan that will carry us into the future. It will include 
club meetings, board meetings, outings, education, conservation, and other things like 
an outreach and community exposure. We would really like members input on where 
you think we need to go. 
 
All of this and I am sure more will be discussed during the upcoming club meetings.  I 

and the rest of the board members look forward to hearing from you and moving into 

the future.     
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PSFF NEWS 

Our Next Meeting  
Thursday, September 11th 

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Tower Lanes Entertainment Center 

6323 6th Ave. 
Tacoma WA 98406 

September 2014 Program 
 

Fly Fishing for Sea-run Cutthroats 
(It’s not just for nude beaches) 

 
Chester Allen started fishing before he learned the 
multiplication tables, and he started fly fishing well be-
fore his struggles with quadratic equations. So, it was 
no shocker that he veered away from a technical ca-
reer and has spent his life fly fishing and writing - and 
often combining the two. A graduate of the University 
of Oregon School of Journalism and Communication, 
he was in the newspaper business for almost two dec-
ades - just about 20 years - and he wrote a very popu-
lar outdoors and fishing column for The Olympian for 
almost eight years - just about 106 months! Chester 
recently published his first book, "Fly Fishing for Sea-
Run Cutthroat," and he's busily writing another one - 
while also fishing his brains out, writing for The Drake 
and riding herd on two Portland-based car magazines. 
Chester splits his time between Portland and Hood 

River - if he's not sloughing off work and heading for 
Puget Sound, Central Oregon, the Oregon Coast, Yel-
lowstone Country or Montana. 
 
Chester began fly fishing for Puget Sound's sea-run 
cutthroat back in 1996. He hooked a nice fish on his 
very first outing, which was on a nude beach. He went 
back the next day, and the tide was out, and all that 
remained were more naked people and black tidal 
mud. He decided to spend the summer learning all 
about sea-run cutts. Now, 18 years later, he's still 
learning. He has learned the importance of learning to 
use a tide table, noticing what the trout are eating, and 
being willing to fish his brains out, even at the risk of 
wrecking his journalism career. Chester, the author of 
"Fly Fishing for Sea-Run Cutthroat," a blogger, a writer 
for The Drake and a professional editor, will talk about 
how to find good sea-run cutthroat beaches, how to 
fish them, how to use the tide tables, cutthroat conser-
vation  and how to not drop a backcast while fishing at 
a nude beach. 

FFF EVENTS 

FFF Events in 2014 

Nothing listed in their calendar. 
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A Safety Reminder 
By Catherine Kwon Walters 

 
Don't Get Lazy About Safety  

 
 
I remember years ago when an experienced moun-
taineer said to me, "One day you will get so tired of 
carrying all your safety equipment [the 10 Essentials] 
that you will start to leave things out of your pack, but 
don't get lazy about safety."  Over the years of hiking 
and now fishing in the great outdoors, I have reflected 
on those words many times.  Recently, I got firsthand 
experience why the 10 Essentials are so important. 
 
It was a beautiful day with a sunny weather forecast 
for the area. My friends and I were hiking to a very 
popular and easily accessible fishing destination that 
I’ve been to before.  The trail wasn’t difficult:  just 1.5 
miles to the first lake and .5 miles to the second lake. 
Because of these perfect conditions, I thought about 
lightening up my pack by not bringing maps, extra 
clothing and other safety equipment.  However, I did 
pack all the 10 essentials and I'm glad I did. On this 
beautiful day, on this simple trail that I've hiked before, 
we got lost.   
 
You see, when we finished checking out the second 
lake, we headed out on one of the many boot paths 
back to the main trail.  The path started out in the right 
direction, but it never got us to our destination.  Almost 
an hour into our hike back to the trailhead, I realized 
that we were not on the right trail. We were lost.   
 
I pulled out my map and compass to see if I could find 
our current location.  We were in the middle of a forest 
so I couldn't take a bearing.  I didn't have an altimeter 
so I couldn't find our location that way. I pulled out my 
phone apps (Google Earth, US Topo Map and  Every-
Trail) to see if I could find our exact location.  They 
partially worked, but only enough to know where we 
were in relation to a landmark 20 miles away. After 
setting the declination on my compass and placing it 
on the map, I knew which way we were heading and it 
was the wrong direction.  We were hiking southwest 
but our destination was due east.  At least I thought 
so. Probably.   

 
Internally I started to panic.  I thought I knew where we 
were, but without navigation training my hiking buddies 
couldn't confirm. It was getting late and we started to 
think about what would happen if we had to spend the 
night.  Our emergency contact person would call 
search and rescue after he didn’t hear from us.  The 
search wouldn’t start until the morning.  Two of the 
three of us had equipment that would help us survive a 
pretty miserable night in the high alpine country.  
Needless to say, we came up with a plan that saved 
us from an overnight stay. 
 
We made it back to the right trail but what was sup-
posed to be a four mile roundtrip hike/fishing trip 
turned out to be more like eight.  We eventually found 
ourselves safely at the Naches Tavern in Greenwater 
thankful I hadn’t been lazy that day.  I carried my 10 
essentials and had the navigation skills to get us out of 
the forest. 
 
The moral of this story is to plan for safety no matter 
how simple your fishing plans may seem. 
 
 
 
The 10 Essentials System (created by the Mountain-
eers of Seattle) is comprised of: 
 

 Navigation (map and compass & know how to use 
them) 

 Sun protection (sunglasses and sunscreen) 

 Insulation (extra clothing) 

 Illumination (headlamp/flashlight) 

 First-aid suppliesFire (waterproof matches/lighter/
candles) 

 Repair kit and tools 

 Nutrition (extra food) 

 Hydration (extra water) 

 Emergency shelter 
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PSFF 2014 OFFICERS AND TRUSTED SERVANTS 

President: 
Chuck Tye 
360-915-9438 
cmtye@comcast.net 
 
President-Elect: 
Mike Koslosky 
253-514-8754 
mkoslosky@earthlink.net 
 
Vice President: 
Paul Fournier 
206-972-2513 
pfournier@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: 
Steve Saville 
253-927-4401 
stevesaville@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer: 
Gene Jackson 
253.351.8818  
gene33124@yahoo.com 
 
First Year Director: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 
 
Second Year Director: 
Mike Saville 
msaville2011@hotmail.com 
253-426-1029 
 

Third Year Director: 
Tom Van Gelder 
253-833-6124 
tvg@comcast.net 
 
Past President: 
Michael Trask 
253-904-8999 
seattletrask@gmail.com 
 
Librarian: 
Galen Hansen 
253-265-1544 
galen1943@gmail.com 
 
Raffle: 
Bev Simpson 
bev2013@outlook.com 
 
Programs: 
Mike Koslosky 
253-514-8754 
mkoslosky@earthlink.net 
 
 
Outdoor Activites: 
Larry Vaughn 
(253)219-9005 
larrytvaughn@live.com 
 
Ed Ortiz 

 
Education: 
John Brett 
253-265-3870 
Jmbrett99@yahoo.com 

Membership Chair: 
Mike Koslosky 
253-514-8754 
mkoslosky@earthlink.net 
 
Conservation: 
Dennis Beardsley 
530-624-0929 
dsb615@sbcglobal.net 
 
Legislation: 
Mike Clancy 
360-753-1259 
Mtclancy39@comcast.net 
 
Web Site Editor: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Dennis Ehlers 
dehlers408@gmail.com 

Puget Sound Flyfishers News 
Published monthly by: 
Puget Sound Flyfishers 

33124 170th PL SE, Auburn, WA 98092 
 

Dennis Ehlers, Editor 
dehlers408@gmail.com 
dehlers408@yahoo.com 

206-229-7808 
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It’s Time to Vote! 
 

Your current leadership has worked extremely hard over the last nine months to streamline the 
operations and stability of the club. They have offered more fishing trips than ever before in 
our history, have seen a return of former members curious about our progress, and have 
brought a wide range of programs targeted to improve your skill, knowledge, and awareness 
of alternative fisheries.  
 
With the momentum we’ve gained and the support you have shown, 2015 looks even better. 
The Board is developing some long-term plans to capitalize on the existing synergy with you, 
the club members, the lucky recipients.  
 
Now it’s time for you to vote for the Officers and Board members for the 2015 calendar year. 
Many have agreed to continue and a few new faces have stepped forward to join the team. 
Our Nominations Committee is still recruiting candidates and you are encouraged and wel-
come to be part of this process. If a leadership role is more than you are interested in, there 
are several committees that would welcome your help.  
 

But more than anything, come to the September meeting and show your support 
by voting for whomever it is you want to represent you on the Board.  
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Raffle News 
By Bev Simpson 

 
#  Float Tube Fins by Classic, one size fits over all 
types of waders; dual strap-locks; high thrust, step-in 
design                                                 
 
# Miss out on the U pick-em raffle raid of the Club 
fly box in July ?  Here’s another chance to win 25 
flies of your choice….enjoy !! 

 

#  Protect your favorite reels, with softly lined clip-on 
cases, 2 of them; plus a handy Greys twin zinger; 
plus a set of 6 Moorland scottish salmon flies  
    
# Handy compact carry-all with shoulder strap, 
pockets & compartments galore, includes drop down 
foam for your flies 
 
…$1 each or $5 buys 6 lucky tickets ;  plus a cook-
ie, drawn mid meeting.  
 

 
Recent Member contributions, thx guys 
Larry Vaughn, Mike Hardouin, Steve Saville 
 

 
 
 
RAFFLE SQUARES drawn when squares 
sold  
 
#  GREYS XF2  ROD COMBO…     5wt, 4 pce 9 ft  
Greys reel, spooled with floating line ….  
value  $ 450… $4 per square or 3 for $10   
currently 75 % sold 
 
#  TFO DEER CREEK SWITCH ROD…..  
 terrific multi-task 5 wt  4 pce, 11 ft rod  valued at  
$400… $4 per square or 3 for $10 
currently 80 % sold 
 
#  full BEAVER SKIN….. ####  DRAWING TONIGHT 
perfect for fly tying fishos’, enough to share / trade ?                                                   

forty squares… $1 per square or 6 for $5            
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HOT SCOOP 
Classifieds 

(None) 
 

New Members 

 
No new members this month, but the Board 
has revised the Membership policy and pro-
cedure. Now you can add your family mem-
bers all for the same yearly membership fee 
of $40. And, since you can renew anytime for 
the 2015 year, take advantage of this great 
opportunity to add your significant other and/
or kids. Download a membership application/
renewal form from the PSFF.org website, add 
your family members, sign the forms and let’s 
get fishin’! 
 
Note; additional name badges (optional) are 
$10 each. 

 

Library Report 
By Galen Hansen 

 
There are currently 10 items that are overdue from the 
library.  Please make sure that any materials you 
check out of the library are returned within the 2 month 
time period. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of Ed Poppleton, I will be 
adding 2 new books to the club library at the Septem-
ber meeting.  They are… 
 
1. Darwins Bass – The Evolutionary Psychology of 

Fishing Man by Paul Quinnett.  Sporting Classics 
magazine says “Great Humor and good insight…
Dr. Quinnett explores ‘The essence of fly fishing 
and why we all love it so.’” 

2. Fishing Lessons – Insights, Fun and Philosophy 
from a Passionate Angler – This book is made of 
scores of short chapters…all very entertaining.  
The forward is by his friend Patrick McManus so 
you know it’s going to be entertaining and worth a 
read.  Check it out.  

 
Both of these books are very entertaining; their titles 
do not do justice to the content.   

 
I’m still seeing that  a number of you continue to use 
the incorrect format on the library cards.  Please use 
the format of Month/Year to avoid the confusion that is 
caused by those that utilize month/day…or even, as 
I’ve noticed on a few, day/year.  All compliance with 
the month and year standard is much appreciated. 

The library is set up before the meeting and is availa-
ble until we break before the speaker.  Please stop by 
and check out what is available and utilize this valua-
ble resource.   
 
Only club members that are current on their dues are 
eligible to check out materials from the library.  Only 3 
items may be checked out at one time.  Someone that 
is apparently not a member of the PSFF checked out 
3 items awhile back and I’m in the process of attempt-
ing to contact the individual. 

 

 

 

 

PJ’s TIPS 

 
Tying Tip -  

 
Jim Maus's Favorite 

 
 
Jim is one of the Puget Sound clubs premier tiers. 
Whenever he gives a demo or class you better pay 
attention... he knows his stuff.  
 
I'll pass on a little trick he tells everyone about at any 
demo or class. When you have the fly tied and are 
ready to do your whip finish and before you make 
those last couple wraps in the finish dab a little head 
cement on the thread before cinching it up. That pulls 
the cement into the 'knot' and makes a very secure tie 
off; particularly good for those small flies.  
 
If you need a shiny slick head you'll still have to paint it 
on as usual. 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://PSFF.org
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Education 
By John Brett 

 

Deliberately, there was no Saturday education class in 
August. This was your one free month to concentrate 
all your spare time on fishing. Here comes September 
and the education classes will begin again. 
 

During the last year we have had eleven classes with 
one specializing on knots and the rest concentrating 
on the best flies for use in Pacific Northwest waters. 
We have tied flies for rivers, lakes and saltwater. Our 
instructors have shown the proper techniques for tying 
over forty flies and in many cases have given helpful 
hints on how the fly should be presented and fished. 
Our gratitude and a big THANK YOU to the instructors 
for volunteering their time and efforts to help us all be-
come better tiers and fishers. Special thanks are sent 
to all of you who have suggested subjects and chal-
lenges for this new set of classes. The schedule is 
beginning to fill with popular topics, some of which will 
be back by demand and other new ideas that offer 
new challenges and opportunities. 
 

This year the salmon and steelhead are predicted to 
be some of the best runs we have had in years and 
I’m certain we would all like to be active participants in 
this coming wonderful fall adventure. So …. Our next 
class will be on flies specializing in catching these 
hard fighting big guys. The next class is scheduled for 
September 27

th
 @ Tower Lanes, beginning at 9:00 

and concluding with lunch at noon. Put this on your 
calendar now so you don’t lose the date.  
 

Before the weather changes, now is the time to GO 
FISHING !!   Go often! Take pictures! Tell your friends! 
Bring your stories to the meetings!!!   I can’t say it of-
ten enough …  
 

GO FISHING !! 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Fly Fishing Academy News 

 
Eighteen excited and enthusiastic boys and girls graduated from the 2014 NW Youth Conservation and Flyfishing 
Academy this year.  After a long week of classroom study, classes in fly tying, knot tying, conservation, stream 
side ethics and etiquette, water safety, stillwater fly fishing techniques, matching the hatch, exploring a stream to 
learn about “Living Waters”, principals of ecology, disecting a fish, they were tired. A couple days we started at 
5am to go to the ponds or river to learn how to fly fish.  It’s not about catching, it’s about learning how to catch 
and how to read the waters, how to walk in a river, learn to mend, etc..  They fished both morning and evening.  
This event is not for the faint of heart. The Academy was held at The Gwinwood Community Center on Hicks 
Lake in Lacey, WA. on 6/22-28/2014. 
 
Each applicant had to write an essay, explaining why he or she wanted to attend The Academy and they also 
needed a letter of recommendation from their school counselor or a responsible person.  The essays were in-
credible and their letters of recommendations were even more incredible.  All were wonderful, well behaved boys 
and girls.  We were privileged to have over 50 volunteers again this year.  If it wasn’t for the volunteers and the 
financial support from TU, IFFF, WSCIFFF Fly Fishing Clubs, WCTU Chapters, business organizations, private 
individuals and folks like you – this event would never happen.  So on behalf of the Youth, the Staff, and the 
community – thank you!   
 

Jim Brosio, Tom VanGelder & Mike Clancy - Co-Directors, NWYCFFAcademy   
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Thomas’ Ties and Dyes 

By Thomas Lamphere 

 

TYING FOR COHO 

 
Coho salmon are one of the most targeted salmon 
species in the salt by fly fisherman. The willingness to 
take a fly just screams “cast for me”. In fact when I 
was fishing on Saturday 8/23 I was excited like none 
other. I was out fishing of a local beach that day with 
my dad and friends Alex and Mike Koslosky. My dad 
and I met Alex at 5:30am on the water. He asked me 
the question as we were walking down to the beach 
“what are the odds of us hooking any Coho today?” my 
answer…. “They are just starting to show up north so 
it’s possible but I don’t know”.  As we got to the beach 
we could see the bait working close to the shore like 
they have been for the last 3 weeks. Alex’s first cast 
resulted in a fish on that, when it jumped, the first 
thought was a big cutthroat. Once we had landed it we 
found out that it was about a 4lbs pure wild Coho. It 
was the only fish hooked that morning but still every-
one was happy due to the fast answer provided to 
Alex’s question. Not to mention the pod of dolphins 
that decided to play in the area for a few hours and 
come very, very close to us. With all the enjoyment of 
the morning the answer is that the Coho… are here.  
 
If you’re anything like me you have a fly box dedicated 
to salmon flies and have different patterns for each 
species. So with me that day I only had my king salm-
on flies. Though Coho will take them most are double 
hooked and rather large. I personally like to slim down 
my flies for Coho. I find that they will take a 6 inch fly 
but I get many more fish in a fly that’s between 1.5 and 
3 inches in length. All my flies that are longer than 2.5 
inches have a stinger hook. My average hook size for 
a Coho is between 4 and 2, unlike my king flies which 
are normally a 1/0.  
 
Let’s start with what is most likely my favorite fly for 
Coho. The craft fur clouser. I tie this at a length of 
about 3-4 inches, Always a 3/16 eye, and a stinger 
hook size 2. This is a very simple fly and very easy to 
tie. I tie it in 3 main colors olive, pink, and chartreuse. 
It is also my most popular fly for Coho as a commercial 
tier.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

My second favorite fly is Gary Marston’s sea-run bug-
ger sculpin. I don’t know why but this is such a good 
Coho tricker. We usually will hook up on them when 
fishing for cuts if the Coho seem not to be interested in 
anything. Then you put this on and BAM. 8lbs Coho on 
a 6wt. if you don’t tie, these are available at Puget 
Sound Fly Co. Not only do the Coho love them but it 
does make for a killer SRC fly all year long.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My third choice is a good shrimp. Shrimp patterns are 
always good to have when you’re Coho fishing. But 
not a very big one. My average shrimp for Coho is only 
about 1 to 2 inches long and nothing bigger. And only 
in hot pink or shrimp pink. Also to go along with a 
shrimp I go into my attractor patterns. Such being rac-
coons, wire comets, deceivers, and reverse spiders. 
All four of these work well when the Coho are in force. 
My favorite set up for attractors is to use 2 flies, such 
as a shrimp with a raccoon about 16in behind it, and 
yes you can do that in the salt. All of these attractors 
can be found online and in many books on fishing Pu-
get Sound.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The smartest thing to do when salmon fishing is to 
stick with just a few patterns. Take your top 3 or 4 pat-
terns and stick to them. The seasons are only a few 
weeks to a month depending on the rain. And with Co-
ho it could be a week or over a month depending on 
how much rain we get. So be mindful of weather. If 
you see rain in the forecast get on the water.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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Our next, 7 Seas, tying sessions and themes: 
 
September 3

rd
 – dryfly caddis 

 
September 17

th
- innovation night. I will explain at the 

next meeting.  

(Continued from page 10) 
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To Go With The Flow 
By Bob Triggs 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday August 22nd through Thursday August 28th. 
It's still summer out there! And the tides are setting up nicely too. 

 

 Labor Day is creeping up on us again. And for most people this signals the beginning of the end to their summer 
days. But for we fly fishers in the Pacific Northwest, we know that this is just the beginning of a whole new cycle 
of opportunity, adventure and exploration. The nights are getting just a bit longer now, and even on the hottest 
days we get refreshing cool evenings. By now the late summer hatches of termites, ants, hoppers, moths etc., 
are in full blossom, and dry fly fishing is just getting better with each passing week- if you have the water for it. 
The rivers are at typically low late summer flows here on the Olympic Peninsula. We need rain. A lot of rain. Most 
of us are fishing in the saltchuck now, and for some weeks to come. That's where the flows are, and that's where 
the fish are. 
 

    For the beach fishers, in search of the sea run Cutthroat trout, this is a time of expectancy, frustration and re-
ward. In some places the Cutthroat will remain in the salt waters until later fall, as late as November, and in other 
places they will already be inching back up into the streams. Riddling out where and when is the game. In our 
area the best sea run Cutthroat fishing of the year is going to be in September and October on the beaches. And 
when November has not been too blustery we have had great fishing through Thanksgiving. For now though, de-
spite the bright sun, and sunny clear skies, and hot day time temperatures, we will catch many of these wild trout 
within just a few feet of water, at the edges of the beach, in tidal current. The secret is the flows. You can use a 
sink tip or sinking line, like a clear intermediate line, when it gets so sunny and bright, thinking that the fish may 
be holding in deeper, colder and darker waters, and they may be at times. But there is nothing like skating a big 
fluffy Muddler or Popper on the surface, and getting those feisty trout to smash at the fly as it "V" wakes across 
the surface on the swing. "It don't mean a thing if it ain't got that swing"! You need flow for that, current, moving 
water. And our tidewaters are famous for providing river-like flows on almost every tide. We're heading back to-
ward a new moon cycle, so the tides through the end of the month and into early September are looking good. It 
is nice when we can get dawn or dusk high tides. Even better when we can have both sometimes. 
 
    "Big flies, big fish" This would be the time of year to test this theory. The forage fish have gotten bigger by now. 
Herring can be well over 8 inches long. So do not be afraid to tie some bigger herring looking Clousers, long, flat-
wing Sandlance etc. Just keep the hooks smaller, like not over #4 or #6, medium short to shank length. I use 
streamers as long as four to six inches this time of year, even for Cutthroat in saltwater. They still take these prey 
by the head. If you have ever seen Leland Miyawaki's Beach Poppers, after a few fish have attacked them, you 
will see that the foam popper heads are well torn up by the trout's sharp teeth. These fish ain't nibbling at things 
like some kind of anal retentive brown trout. Here too, the combination of moving water and a swung fly can be 
the trigger for aggressive takes by these wild trout. Let the fly work though. Don't be stripping it in so fast that you 
lose half of the presentation by taking it away from them too soon. Many of the best fish that we have caught 
were at the very end of the swing. Let the currents work your fly. 

 

 

(Continued on page 13) 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-V--i7zmlyng/U_eQywPlhkI/AAAAAAAABJM/X90A9BryvwA/s1600/10485390_727242414010760_425207476682311256_o.png
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Fish Stories 
 
The salmon are coming home! And everything seems poised toward this migration. On some tides we see bait 
fish everywhere, teeming schools of sandlance and herring, breaking out of the roiling currents, with the salmon, 
seals, otters and birds chasing them, and feasting on the bounty. And with the fattest, meanest cutthroat trout of 
the year chasing our flies, all of our attention is on the saltchuck now. Soon enough though, we will be getting a 
little rain in the mountains, usually at night, and the river flows will begin to revive. By late September we will see 
the beginnings of the October Caddis hatch, which will usually last through the first hard frost. And as the rivers 
freshen with the autumn rains there will be some of the best cutthroat trout and summer steelhead dry fly fishing 
on our coastal rivers and streams. This is truly a season of new beginnings. 
 
Bob Triggs 
Little Stone Flyfisher 

Box 261 

Port Townsend, WA  

98368 

Phone: 360-385-9618 

Email: littlestoneflyfisher@mail.com 

Blog: http://olympicpeninsulaflyfishing.blogspot.com 

Web: www.washingtonflyfishing.com/guides/littlestone 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/LittleStoneFlyfisher 

(Continued from page 12) 

mailto:littlestoneflyfisher@mail.com
http://olympicpeninsulaflyfishing.blogspot.com/
http://www.washingtonflyfishing.com/guides/littlestone
http://www.facebook.com/LittleStoneFlyfisher
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Gig Harbor Fly Shop – Fishing Report 
 

-James Harrington 

 
 
 
 

So it’s beginning to get dark a little earlier and the nights are a bit cooler. The occasional weather sys-
tem brings some overcast and even rain. But the days are still pretty long and the air feels pleas-
ant.  This must mean that September has arrived in Western Washington and once again anglers are 
fortunate enough to have a broad array of options.  For those of us living in the Puget Sound re-
gion with an affinity for the briny water we are moving into one of the best times of the year.  Stillwater 
anglers are getting psyched as well as water temps begin the turnover process and there are still plen-
ty of small stream options. 
 
I must address the salt action first. Onchorynchus kisutch, or coho, or silvers should finally be stream-
ing into our backyard from the Strait.  The residents should have fattened up by now and the ocean 
voyagers are making their way home. Depending on location, the silvers one might encounter will 
be exhibiting several types of behavior so an angler must be prepared to employ multiple tactics.  True 
feeder coho should aggressively slam most baitfish patterns and other attractors but "staging" or 
"waiting-period" silvers may be a little more fickle or even downright maddening. If you run across 
schooled up coho milling about in a concentrated area, throw the kitchen sink at them. There's no tell-
ing what exactly may draw a strike and sometimes nothing will.  In general, think smaller and sparser. 
These fish need to be annoyed or irritated.  Imagine a big guy lounging on a recliner after a hefty 
meal...he's not likely to be swayed by a big plate of food presented in front of him but the little gnat that 
keeps buzzing around his head as he's trying to nod off will cause him to swipe at it. 
 
Sea run cutthroat should also be trying to load up on calories in preparation for their spawning runs 
and they should be starting to congregate near stream mouths. Standard stripped streamers do just 
fine but don't pass up the chance to try get some surface action on terrestrials imitating termites or 
ants.  
 
In the rivers, anadromous fish should begin pushing in after rain events and the resident trout should 
also be active as they take advantage of some of the last major insect hatches prior to the weather 
turning. The same goes for trout in stillwater.   
 
As always, be sure to check the regulations before heading out. A lot of different different closures oc-
cur during fall and retention rules change frequently as well.  
 
Me? Well the most likely spot you'll find me is on a saltwater beach looking for chunky cutthroat and 
those wily silvers. 
 
Enjoy the decent weather while it lasts!  We all know what's coming.... 
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Fly of The Month (flashback) 

Credit to FFF Website 

Federation of Fly Fishers 
 Fly of the Month 

Pheasant Tail Nymph 
September 1998 

 

Comments by Jim Abbs 
 

Early fly fishing in America was influenced very significantly by English traditions, particularly before 1920. Today, 
America has its own flies, techniques and equipment, much of it developed on this side of the big pond. However, 
some English traditions still have a tremendous influence. One of these is the work of George Edward MacKenzie 
Skues, a solitary bachelor lawyer and master of the famous River Itchen, in the Hampshires of Southern England. 
Between 1900 and 1939, Skues wrote dozens of articles for British fishing magazines as well as several influen-
tial books, almost exclusively on fishing for trout with nymphs. American fly anglers still read Skues for insights 
and inspiration. 
 
Skues successor as a leader in nymph fishing also was an Englishman, Avon River Keeper Frank Sawyer, who 
himself wrote widely and developed several very effective nymph patterns. If Skues is the grandfather of modern 
nymph fishing, Frank Sawyer is the father. Sawyer's most famous and widely heralded fly is the Pheasant Tail 
(P.T.) nymph. 
 
Today the simple, yet elegant P.T. nymph is a must for any angler wishing to imitate mayfly nymphs and it works 
from the chalkstreams of Pennsylvania to the freestone rivers and tailwaters of the American west. One of the 
most striking aspects of this fly is that it is tied exclusively of ring-neck pheasant tail and copper wire. If it is tied 
correctly, and with smaller hook sizes, only one bunch of pheasant tail fibers is used in the whole fly! Importantly, 
the Pheasant Tail Nymph is easy to tie in a wide range of sizes, from 10-18, illustrating the range of mayflies it 
imitates. 
 
There are several variations on this pattern, by both American and English fly anglers. Many American fly tiers 
add legs to the fly, including Al Troth, Ed Zern, and Eric Leiser--- these were not part of Sawyer's original pattern. 
Another variation is that of hook length. Sawyer tied this on a standard length hook, while some American tiers 
recommend a hook that is 1X long. In England Arthur Cove modified the Pheasant Tail Nymph for fishing that 
country's reservoirs by adding a gold body rib and a rabbit fur thorax. This latter fly is called Cove's Pheasant 
Tail. 
 
Sawyer tied this fly using copper wire rather than thread. The pattern described below uses thread and copper 
wire, as described by English fly tier and author Mike Dawes in his book, The Flytier's Manual. Finally, Sawyer 
used copper wire to form the bulk of the thorax, with a pheasant tail overlay to form a wing case. While this wire 
ball thorax is not a standard in America's PT nymphs, it is true to Sawyer's original and included in the pattern 
described here. 
 
To document the effectiveness of this pattern, let me pass along a story from Gary Borger, (reported in his book 
Nymphs). Gary noted that in 1973 he received Frank Sawyer's book for his birthday and from it tied some P.T. 
nymphs for use on a Montana spring creek. In his first experience with this fly, he caught 27 fish in 100 feet of 
stream in 2 hours, all between 1 and 3.5 pounds. 
 
While I make no promises, this anecdote illustrates why you need to add this fly to your nymph selection, if you 
have not already done so. In American waters, this nymph imitates a number of mayfly nymphs using pheasant 
tail fibers in their natural color and many small nymphs if one uses pheasant tail that is dyed olive yellow or olive. 
 

(Continued on page 16) 
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MATERIALS 

 
HOOK: Mustad 3906 (or 3906B-1X long), sizes 10-18 
 
THREAD: Brown 
 
TAIL: 3-8 fibers from the tail of a cock ring-neck pheasant (Sawyer recommends 4) 
 
BODY: Fibers from center tail of cock ring-necked pheasant twisted with copper wire 
 
THORAX: A wound-on ball of copper wire 
 
WING CASE: Fibers from pheasant tail 
 
HEAD: Fine copper wire 
 
 

TYING INSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Using fine copper wire (.005 says Al Troth- about 34-36 gauge), form a ball about occupying 1/5 of the hook 

shank, about 1/5 of the hook shank back from the eye. 
 

2. Wrap tying thread at the bend of the hook and tie in tips of tail feather fibers to form the tail of the fly. Fiber 
tips should extend one hook gap width past the bend. Do not trim butt ends of tail feather fibers. 
 

3. Tie in a length of the same fine copper wire at the bend and remove thread. 
 

4. Twist the copper wire and pheasant tail fibers together and wrap up toward the eye of the hook up to the start 
of the wire ball. 
 

5. Tie in an additional bunch of pheasant tail fibers for a wing case. Alternatively, if the fibers used for the tail 
and body are sufficient these can be used for the wing case. 
 

6. Wrap the fine wire forward to the point in front of the copper ball. 
 

7. Bring the pheasant tail fibers forward over the copper wire ball to form a wing case and tie off with the copper 
wire. 
 

8. Finish the fly with thread for the head, or as Sawyer recommends, tie off with copper wire. 
 
 

Please Credit FFF Website or FFF Clubwire with any use of the pattern. 
You can direct any questions or comments to FOM at flyofthemonth@fedflyfishers.org 

(Continued from page 15) 
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 September 1 2 
Outing - 
Phantom 
Lake 

3 
7 Seas Fly 
Tying 6:30 
PM 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 
PSFF MTG 
6 PM 

12 13 

14 15 16 17 
7 Seas Fly 
Tying 6:30 
PM 

18 
PSFF BRD MTG   
Outing– Mayfield 
Lake 1/4  

19 
Outing -  
Mayfield Lake 
2/4 

20 
Outing - 
Mayfield 
Lake 3/4 

21 
Outing - 
Mayfield 
Lake 4/4 

22 23 24 
Newsletter 
Deadline  
5 PM 

25 26 27 
Fly Tying 
Class - Tower 
Lanes 9 AM 

28 29 30     

   October 1 
7 Seas Fly 
Tying 6:30 
PM 

2 3 4 
Outing - 
Naches River 
(Wading) 

5 6 7 
Outing - 
Lost Lake 

8 9 
PSFF MTG 
6 PM 

10 
Campout - 
Yakima River 
1/4 

11 
Campout - 
Yakima River 
2/4 

12 
Campout - 
Yakima River 
3/4 

13 
Campout - 
Yakima River 
4/4 

14 15 
7 Seas Fly 
Tying 6:30 
PM 

16 
PSFF BRD 
MTG   6 PM 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Newsletter 
Deadline  
5 PM 

26 27 28 29 
7 Seas Fly 
Tying 6:30 
PM 

30 31 
Halloween 
 

 

SUN MON TUES WEDS THURS FRI SAT 

PSFF Calendar 

Check for Newsletter Article Deadline Date. 
Remember articles can always be submitted early. 
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HOW TO JOIN THE PSFF YAHOO GROUP. 

 
To receive and post to the PSFF Yahoo group you must first sign up as a member of Yahoo if you’re not already 
signed up. 
 
In your browser search for or go to Yahoo.com and look for the button asking if you want to join Yahoo. Click on the 
button and follow the instructions to join Yahoo. You will need an email address, a user name and a password. Re-
member these as periodically Yahoo will ask you to use them to resign in.  
 
Once you are a member of Yahoo look at the top of the Yahoo page and find the search box. Enter PSFF in the box 
and press the ‘Search’ button. There will be a number of results as PSFF is used by several entities. 
 
Scroll down though the list until you find Puget Sound Fly Fishers. Select the Puget Sound Fly Fishers and Yahoo 
will take you to the group site. You will notice a small box that asks you if you want to join the PSFF group. Select 
(yes.) 
 
Another page will open up seeking your sign in information for the PSFF group. This information is separate from 
the information you entered for Yahoo itself. There will be a box for you to enter a short message telling the modera-
tors why you want to join and basically who you are. Again you will be asked to select an email address where the 
PSFF group messages are sent. 
 
You will need to select whether you receive individual messages or a Daily Digest. I suggest a daily digest but you 
can change this selection at any time later. At the bottom of the page you will have to enter, repeat, a displayed 
code of mixed letters and numbers. When you have done this go down to the bottom right and select ‘Join’. You are 
done. 
 
All new members are on a moderated basis and unable to post until approved by a moderator to help prevent SPAM 
and malicious posting. One of the moderators will handle your status usually within 24 hours. 

Puget Sound Flyfishers 
 
Club was founded in 1956 and has a long and proud history 
of involvement, action, camaraderie, and fun. The club's 
website is located at www.psff.org 
 
Aims and Purposes of the Club are: 
1. To improve and encourage the sport of flyfishing by social, 
educational and political means. 
2. To encourage flyfishing and other selective fishing 
techniques as a means of conservation and increasing fish-
ing opportunity. 
3. To encourage the conservation, enhancement of sport 
fishing. 
4. To promote "Sportsmanship" in all aspects of club and 
individual activity. 
5. To aid in the eradication of pollution and other practices 
destructive to fisheries. 
6. To actively assist and encourage the public to become 
flyfishers, and to adopt the club's philosophies. 
 
General Membership Meetings are held on the second 
Thursday of each month (except August). These meetings 
are for social, entertainment and educational purposes. 
 
Educational Activities: The club offers classes and 

instruction in fly fishing, fly-tying, fly-casting and rod building. 
The club has an extensive library of books and videos. The 
club sponsors an annual Spring Clinic to promote flyfishing. 
 
Outings: The club organizes monthly outings to various 
lakes, rivers, and estuaries. Experienced gillies provide 
expert information and instruction on how, when and where 
to fish. 
 
Conservation Activities: The club has a long and proud 
history of encouraging flyfishing (and other selective fishing 
techniques) as a means of conserving and increasing fishing 
opportunities. The club is active in many of the important 
conservation issues of the day and in helping to fund local 
conservation projects. 
 
Membership / Dues: Membership is open to anyone 18 or 
over. Dues are $40 (Family $60) per year plus a one time 
($10 Initiation Fee) per member. 
 
Affiliations: The club is an active member of the 
Washington State Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers 


