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Most streams are open! 

June Program   - Smallies w/ David Paul Williams 

The Leader Line 
By 

Chuck Tye 
 

In case you are looking for some recommended fishing spots here is some info from the WDFW web-
site. This is a good site with a lot of info for all of us. It is also a good way to check and see if there are 
any emergency rules and regulations in place. You don’t want to get a fine for violating the regulations. 
 

 
 

June 
 
The Cowlitz, Lewis, and Icicle rivers will still be producing spring chinook. If open, the lower Columbia 
River will be good for summer chinook. June is the time to start getting excited about fishing in marine 
waters. Marine Areas 11 and 13 will start to kick out some early returning adult chinook in June. Ocean 
areas may open as early as late June and chinook fishing at Westport, Neah Bay and LaPush will usu-
ally be good if they do. 
 

July 
 
The place to be in July is Neah Bay and LaPush. Columbia River chinook will be migrating south and 
the first place they hit in Washington is Cape Flattery. Chinook up to fifty pounds will be caught here in 
July. Coho will be good at Illwaco. The selective chinook fishery (hatchery fish only) will be going 
strong at Sekiu all month, while Port Angeles will take off towards the end of the month. The Tulalip 
Bubble in Marine Area 8-2, and the Elliott Bay and Sinclair Inlet fisheries in Area 10 will produce nice 
catches of chinook. Marine Areas 11 and 13 will be building towards their peak chinook catches near 
the end of the month. In odd numbered years, pink salmon will start to show at Neah Bay and Sekiu. 
 
 
Hope everyone had a great and safe Memorial Day weekend and hope you got some fishing in. 
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PSFF NEWS 

Our Next Meeting  
Thursday, June 12th 
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

Tower Lanes Entertainment Center 
6323 6th Ave. 

  June 2014 Program 
 

David Paul Williams presents; 

Smallmouth Bass for Washington 
Anglers 

David Paul Williams loves fishing for small-
mouth bass. He loves fishing for all kinds of 
fish. In fact, he started fishing before he start-
ed kindergarten and spends time tossing flies 
anywhere there are fish. Williams has caught 
mackinaw in a September Wyoming moun-
tain snowstorm, tricked Firehole River brown 
trout, hooked all five Pacific salmon species 
on a fly, done battle with "Mississippi steel-
head," (that’s carp to those in the know) and 
worn out his wrist on Yakima River small-

mouth. He is the author of Fly Fishing for 
Western Smallmouth (Stackpole Books) hit-
ting the market July, 2014. 

He will be presenting a program for PSFF 
members and the public on targeting small-
mouth bass on the Yakima River and Banks 

Lake. 

FFF EVENTS 

FFF Events in 2014 

 
International Fly Fishing Fair, Livingston, Montana 
  August 5th through 9th, 2014 
  Info - http://www.fedflyfishers.org/FlyFishingFair.aspx 
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PSFF 2014 OFFICERS AND TRUSTED SERVANTS 

President: 
Chuck Tye 
360-915-9438 
cmtye@comcast.net 
 
President-Elect: 
Mike Koslosky 
253-514-8754 
mkoslosky@earthlink.net 
 
Vice President: 
Paul Fournier 
206-972-2513 
pfournier@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: 
Steve Saville 
253-927-4401 
stevesaville@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer: 
 
 
 
 
First Year Director: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 
 
Second Year Director: 
Curt Stoner 
 
 
 

Third Year Director: 
Tom Van Gelder 
253-833-6124 
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Michael Trask 
253-904-8999 
seattletrask@gmail.com 
 
Librarian: 
Galen Hansen 
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galen1943@gmail.com 
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Bev Simpson 
bev2013@outlook.com 
 
Programs: 
Mike Koslosky 
253-514-8754 
mkoslosky@earthlink.net 
 
 
Outdoor Activites: 
Gene Jackson 
253.351.8818  
gene33124@yahoo.com 
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John Brett 
253-265-3870 
Jmbrett99@yahoo.com 

Membership Chair: 
Mike Koslosky 
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Dennis Beardsley 
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dsb615@sbcglobal.net 
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Mtclancy39@comcast.net 
 
Web Site Editor: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 
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Dennis Ehlers 
dehlers408@gmail.com 
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Puget Sound Flyfishers 

5570 Broadview NE Tacoma, WA 98422 
 

Dennis Ehlers, Editor 
dehlers408@gmail.com 
dehlers408@yahoo.com 

206-229-7808 
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Outings News and Updates 
By Gene Jackson 

 
Mark your Calendars 

 
Fishing season is upon us for sure!  If you find yourself 
starting to plan your summer, don’t forget the great 
PSFF Outings currently on the summer schedule.  
Here are the PSFF Club Outings for June, July, and 
August: 
 

Tuesday, June 3
rd

 - Devereaux Lake Fishing 
 
Friday & Saturday, June 13

th
-14

th
  – Shad and 

Steelhead Combo Trip in Oregon 
 
Saturday, June 21

st
  – Lake Kapowsin Fishing 

 
Tuesday, July 1

st
  – Bass Lake Fishing 

 
Saturday, July 12

th
  – PSFF Annual Picnic at 

Nolte State Park 
 
Tuesday, August 5

th
  – Green Lake Fishing 

 
Friday – Monday, August 15

th
-18

th
  – Coldwater & 

Silver Lakes Campout (4 days) 
 
Friday & Saturday, August 15

th
-16

th
  – Deschutes 

River Steelhead in Oregon 
 

I look forward to seeing you out on the water.  Remem-
ber in the infamous words of Patrick F. McManus: “The 
two best times to fish is when it’s rainin’ and when it 
ain’t.” 
 

Recap of the May Fishing Outings 
 
Over the past month there were five, yes five, sched-
uled and executed fishing outings here at PSFF.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first was an outing at Wilderness Lake.  Nine 
PSFF members plus one guest arrived to find fish 
jumping all over the lake.  Lots of swirls and splashes 
kept all ten fishermen changing flies and working hard 
to land some fish.  The effort paid off with most of the 

guys catching fish.  Following the morning of fishing, 
we all met lakeside for bag lunches and a “fly” raffle.  
Beautiful lake, great company, and fish teasing us all 
morning made for a great mid-week getaway! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The second outing in May was over to Lake Alice.  
Three PSFF members plus one guest met on that rainy 
Saturday morning.  It was the first time any of us had 
fished that lake but we unloaded, ready to give it a try.  
The bait fishermen were catching a few but over the 
course of the morning we caught more!  Everyone 
missed fish and most caught fish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The third outing was a multi-day outing to Evergreen 
Reservoir and its surround lakes.  Five PSFF members 
headed over on Tuesday morning to setup three rigs 
for dry camping and a few days of fishing.  We posi-
tioned our trailers overlooking Burke Lake and the Ev-
ergreen Reservoir boat ramp.  We fished in Evergreen 
Reservoir and caught primarily Smallmouth Bass.  A 
couple of other PSFF members stopped by for break-
fast and a few hours of fishing on Evergreen Reservoir.  
Several of us then hit Burke Lake where we caught 
quite a few trout.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Jay Paulson, President of Amazing Flies (and fellow 
PSFF member) joined me on Stan Coffin Lake a try for 
Largemouth Bass.  It was fun to be part of the field 
testing of one of Jay’s soon to market bass flies!  Nu-
merous bass were caught, along with a couple dozen 
feisty Pumpkinseeds.  As we loaded up to head to the 
next outing at Park Lake, everyone had just one 
thought on their minds; “when can we get back over to 
these lakes!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over 50 PSFF members and their guests made the 
trip east to the big Outing at Park Lake.  This event 
has a history of being a big, fun event and this year 
was no exception.  Over the past couple of years the 
fishing on Park Lake itself was marginal at best but 
boy was that different this year!  Lots of fish were 
brought to net in Park Lake and Deep Lake.  Fewer, 
but larger on average, fish were caught on Blue Lake 
and Dry Falls Lake.  The surprise lake this year was 
Perch Lake.  I am not sure where the name came from 
since there were no perch in the lake.  However there 
were lots of hungry Rainbow Trout in that small lake.  
Fishermen in float tubes had a great time fishing in 
what seemed like a private lake.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As good as the fishing was, the pot luck dinner, featur-
ing beef loins cooked by our very own Dave Alberts, 
was the big hit of the weekend.  A great weekend with 
lots of knowledge sharing, storytelling, eating, and fish-
ing had everyone smiling and thoroughly enjoying 
themselves.  PSFF is a fishing club that knows how to 
have fun! 
 
The final Outing for May was a guided trip in Oregon 
on the Deschutes River.  Fellow member, Terry 
Sanchez, organized this outing and all reports came 
back positive.  The weather treated them right and 
everyone caught fish!  
 
 
Full length fishing reports will be included in the mid-
June mailing of Fly Fishing Trips & Reports.  Those 
reports are also posted as they come available on the 
PSFF website, in the Outings section. 

 
 

 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Raffle News 
By Bev Simpson 

 
MONTHLY RAFFLE…$1 each or $5 buys 6 lucky 
tickets ;  plus a cookie, drawn mid meeting.  
 
#  Waterproof fly box with large assortment of flies 
 
#  Fishpond versatile waist / shoulder pack with 
multiple handy compartments  
 
# Compact waterproof fly box stuffed with flies.  
 
#  Members Choice Sheet…. Check out these great 
flies from your fellow members.  
 
 
Members Choice contributors, thanks guys! 
Dave Alberts,  Dan Drake,  PJ, Larry Vaughn, Thomas 
Lamphere, Mike Koslosky, Mike Trask, Jay Paulson, 
Paul Fournier, Dennis Ehlers, Paul Elsberry. 
 
 
KUDOS everyone for recent donations. 
John Wood, Paul Amschler, PJ, Mike Trask 
 
 
SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR GUS 
The Fishpond pack on the raffle table is the  last of ten 
items Gus generously donated to our Club last year; 
from stripping baskets to bib waders, a sports camp 
stool to a multi-featured vest.  So happy to spot him at 
recent meetings. 
 
RAFFLE SQUARES drawn when squares sold  
 
#  GREYS XF2  ROD COMBO…     5wt 4 pc 9 ft  
Greys reel, spooled with floating line value  $ 450 
$4 per square or 3 for $10   
currently 40% sold 
 
#  TFO DEER CREEK SWITCH ROD…..  
 terrific multi-task 5 wt 4 pc, 11 ft rod  valued at $400 
$4 per square or 3 for $10 
currently 30 % sold 
 
#  full BEAVER SKIN….. 
perfect for fly tying fishos’, enough to share / trade ?

forty squares… $1 per square or 6 for $5 

currently 30 % sold  
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HOT SCOOP 
 

Membership News 

 
Welcome new members: 

Jason Bordash  
(check out his fish artwork at: 
www.facebook.com/pages/Jason-Bordash-
Watercolor-Artist/183064045078899)  

 
Thanks to the following guests for coming to our 

last meeting: 
Kevin Carbon 
Bunkie Jonovitch 
Greg Lease 
Chuck Robinson 
Steve hastings 
Alan Porbus 
 

Welcome one and all! 

 

 

Library Report 
By Galen Hansen 

 
Ed Poppleton stopped by my house awhile back and 
dropped off some good looking books to donate to our 
library.  I will begin adding one or two to the library 
each month beginning in August or September.  
Please check out the library every month for materials 
that are going to help your casting, tying, and fishing 
abilities.  We have been a little disappointed in the 
lack of use of our library these past meetings. 
 
I’ve noticed a number of you continue to use the incor-
rect format on the library cards.  Please use the format 
of Month/Year to avoid the confusion that is caused by 
those that utilize month/day…or even, as I’ve noticed 
on a few, day/year.  All compliance with the month and 
year standard is much appreciated. 

The library is set up before the meeting and is availa-
ble until we break before the speaker.  Please stop by 
and check out what is available and utilize this valua-
ble resource.   
 
Only club members that are current on their dues are 
eligible to check out materials from the library.  Only 3 
items may be checked out at one time.   

 

 

PJ’s TIPS 

 
Tying Tip -  

 
Follow the thread. 

 
  

How do you store your dozens of spools of tying 
thread? I've seen people put them in clear plastic 
tubes with screw on lids, string the spools on wires, 
throw them en’mas into boxes, and other less than 
convenient ways. Almost all requiring a 'sort' to get at 
the spool you want.  
 
Get yourself one of the Michaels 50% off coupons and 
hike on down to one of the Michael’s stores and pick 
up one or several of the wooden spool racks. Six 
wooden cross bars each with ten little dowels sticking 
up to hold the spools. They have legs so they will 
stand up on the bench by themselves or you can re-
move the legs and hang them on the wall. That's 60 
spools of material. Cost about $8.00 each with cou-
pon. 
 
 
 

EDUCATION 
By John Brett 

 

After a couple of months of spring fishing, now is the 
time to restock the fly box with interesting things for 
the summer and fall. I contacted Red’s Fly Shop in 
Ellensburg and asked about the flies they would rec-
ommend during July, August and September, for the 
Yakima River and for their local lakes. I could hear two 
guides discussing which would be the best for both 
locations. They eventually agreed on the Elk Hair Cad-
dis, Golden Stone Fly and several different terrestrials. 
  
We will have a tying class at the Tower Lanes on Sat-
urday, June 28

th
 starting at 9:00 and adjourning to 

lunch at 12:00. Steve Saville has offered to host the 
class and will provide all the necessary supplies. If you 
have the equipment for tying, please bring your own. If 
you don’t have the equipment, we have several sets of 
necessary items available and you can use them to 
learn and enjoy creating your own trout catchers. 
 
That brings around an additional issue; I asked Red’s 
if it was necessary to have a Columbia Salmon Li-
cense to fish the Yakima (because it’s a tributary of 
the Columbia) and the answer was, “NO.” Above the 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Jason-Bordash...Artist/183064045078899
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Jason-Bordash...Artist/183064045078899
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city of Yakima there are very few salmon or steelhead, 
so the Game and Fish Rangers don’t require the addi-
tional license. Several of Red’s guides don’t have the 
additional stamp on their license and have never been 
bothered. 
 
So now we have a plan for crossing the Cascade pass-
es. Tie some bugs to refill your fly box, fish for the 
Rainbows and Browns in the rivers above Yakima, fish 
your favorite eastside lakes and bring stories of your 
success to the next meeting. 
 
Hope to see you at our next meeting and at the June 

28
th
 fly tying class. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Fly Fishing Academy News 
 

2014 Northwest Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing Academy is set and ready to go! 
 
 We have 21 boys and 2 girls.  All their essays and letters of recommendation are in and it appears we 
have another great group of kids.  The Academy is June 22-28 on Hicks Lake at The Gwinwood Com-
munity Center in Lacey.  We have a fantastic instructor lineup with IFFF, CCI casting instructors, fly 
tying professionals and conservation experts.  Last year we had over 50 volunteers.  The 2014 Acade-
my would not take place if it was not for the generous support from the Fly Fishing Clubs, TU Chap-
ters, corporate and private donors. 
 
The kids will be fishing at the Nisqually Ponds, the Deschutes River in Thurston County and for the first 
time, searuns on Budd Inlet.  Everyone is welcome to visit us during the week to learn what is happen-
ing (call 1st), if you are available for guiding, we could use your help, especially in the evenings.  If you 
want to help – please contact Jim Brosio @ 360-481-5184.  Seriously folks, we could really use your 
help with the guiding in the evening on the river.  It’s really not guiding, it’s being there to make sure 
the kids are safe, but you could share your experience on fishing a river with them.  We will provide the 
transportation to the sites.  Mike Clancy, Co-Director, NWYCFFAcademy, 253-278-0061 

 

 

Ellensburg Fly Fishing Fair Followup 

May 3rd & 4th has come and gone.  The WSCIFFF conducted another successful Fly Fishing Fair in 
Ellensburg at the Fair Grounds.  The camp grounds were full with tents, trailers and campers.  This 
year we tried a Saturday and Sunday for a change, Saturday was great, Sunday a little slow.  Howev-
er, we were very pleased with the attendance.  So we will probably go back to Friday and Saturday 
next year.  All the workshops were well attended, both Saturday and Sunday; the casting classes were 
very successful.  
 
The fly tiers came from all over the Northwest - WA, OR, ID, & WY.  We are very fortunate to have 
some of the very best tiers/artists in the fly tying community; they are very creative and talented.  One 
even used a  vise grip for his vise along with non-conventional tying materiel.  It was fun to go from 
one tier station to the next to watch and learn new ideas.  The tiers were very generous in sharing their 
flies with the viewers. 
 
The food for the Friday night volunteers dinner was excellent as well as the Saturday night Banquet.  
The Auction was well attended with some great items and we are pleased  with the results. 
 
The following awards were presented at the Banquet: 
 

Federator of the Year – Jim Maus and Mike Clancy 
 
Education Club Award – Fidalgo Fly Fishers 
 
Jimmy Green Fly Casting Instructors Award – Tim Rajeff 
 
Fly Tying Hall of Fame Award – John Gort 
 
President Pins – Abe Lillard, Bill Wheeler, Len Ziggler 

 
All in all, it was a fun event, seeing old friends.  Mark your calendars for next year, the first week end in 
May, 2015. 
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Thomas’ Ties and Dyes 

By Thomas Lamphere 

 
SUMMER TIME BEACH FLIES  

 

 
 
If there is one question that most fisherman have for 
fishing the Puget Sound it’s “what are the cutthroat 
going to hit this time of year?”. The answer is “almost 
anything”. In June, July, and August lots of different 
things are spawning, though the majority occurs in 
June.  For patterns it’s very easy to go overboard in 
the amount that you carry. Think about it, clousers, 
shrimp, several baitfish ( herring, sandlance, smolts, 
sculpins), and then your attracter patterns ( sea-run 
bugger, aviator, sliders, reverse spider, raccoon,) just 
to name a few. And NEVER FORGET the staple of a 
good worm pattern or two. Personally I have 3 fly box-
es full of almost all of these. So let’s slim this down for 
a few basic staple patterns that work all the time dur-
ing the next three months.  
 

 
 

 
First - Start things off with the basic of basics. The 
Clouser Minnow. This is a pattern that can be tied out 
of any material that is over 2in long.  
My favorite is the marabou clouser. They are very 
cheap and marabou comes in the most colors. This 
gives you the largest variety of color combinations that 
you can have. Personally I have 10 color combos that 
stay in my box year round. All are 3 toned. So to name 
a few here are some good color combos from top to 
bottom. Dark olive/damsel nymph olive/white, brown/
dark olive/chartreuse, black/brown/tan, steelhead or-
ange/apricot/primrose, black/iron dun/white. And then I 
have a few for salmon that are all bigger and made out 
of craft fur but with a stinger hook.  I tie all of my mara-
bou clousers on the Gamakatsu SC15 size 2 with a 
5/32 dumbbell eye.  

 

 
 
Second - Gary Marston’s Sea-Run Bugger. One of the 
best Cutthroat flies I have ever fished as far as attract-
er patterns. This is a simple pattern to tie and there are 
4 base colors that work fantastic. Though I have more 
you need some secrets when the beach is crowded. 
This pattern was created by Gary Marston which many 
of you know from a few years ago when he worked at 
Gig Harbor fly shop. This is also a good year round fly 
because it can represent many things. My colors that I 
fish are orange, olive, mottlelbou brown, and peach. 
The materials that go into this fly are:  Tail: marabou 
with krystal flash, Body: marabou, behind eyes: rubber 
legs, head: uv estaz, tied on a Daiichi 2546. This is a 
must for fly boxes. I’m even taking a few bigger ones 
on my trip to Idaho, Montana, and Wyoming.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Third - Baitfish patterns are a must and I will give you 
two to keep in mind. Sandlance and sculpins. These 
are my two favorite. I have two colors that I fish each 
in, one light and one dark. There are so many different 
patterns out there that work well for both. Mine are the 
Wooly Sculpin designed by Kelly Galloup. I just tie 

(Continued on page 11) 
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mine on the Gamakatsu SP11-3L3H SZ 6-8. Just like 
his I tie mine with no added weight because I want it to 
dance as much as possible. For a sandlance any long 
material tied in a very slim style will work. My personal 
pattern is my Silky Sandlance. I have landed many fish 
and some very large fish on his fly. The wooly sculpin 
is just a wooly bugger with a deer hair head on it. My 
sandlance is bucktail, angel silk, and angel hair. Very 
small amounts for all of them. I tie that on a Gama-
katsu SC15 sz 4. 

 
Fourth - Any type of worm pattern at about 3in long 
with a trailing hook. There are over 400 different types 
of aquatic worms just in Puget Sound and they make 
up a large part of a cutthroat’s diet. Just for production 
I sell 3 colors but fish 7. Gary’s Polychete Worm is my 
favorite because it’s super easy to tie. Just a rabbit 
strip and some krystal flash is all that you need. And I 
tie all mine with a stinger hook due to the fact that cut-
throat aim for the center and try to break up the worm, 
then eat them. I have personally witnessed this many 
times. My three colors that work very well: olive, 
peachy pink, and tan. Though I have more, I still need 
some secrets for myself.  

   
 
 

Finally, for another one that is a must, a good shrimp 
pattern for the summer. I have 2 that I fish, one small 
and one large. This is a pattern that also has many 
different color combos that you can go with. But most 
of them are tied to be orange, pink, or white. I also fish 
olive/grey, and tan as well. There are many good 
shrimp patterns to choose form and I’ll leave that up to 
you. I’ve fished so many with all of them working. 

Though I have restricted myself to ONE pattern. My 
favorite one has landed me many large cuts and a few 
salmon. My Blended mega shrimp. This one I even 
have a how to video on YouTube if you wish to tackle 
it. Look up Blended Mega Shrimp and it will pop up. I 
fish it on a 35mm articulated shank for my larger pat-
tern and on a daiichi 2546 sz4 for my smaller one. This 
one I also add no weight too. In my mind adding too 
much weight can, at times, add unnatural movement to 
the fly. I let my line do the work. This is not a produc-
tion fly. And yes that is a shrimp we got out of a pot we 
put out last summer outside Purdy.  

    
 

Though there are many other good things to have in 
your box this is a good starting point for getting into 
you summer fishing of Sea-Run Cutthroat trout.  

 
 
Note: Other patterns that work well:  Reverse spider, 
Sili Shrimp, raccoon, shrunken tarpon flies, squids, 
sliders/poppers and anything that your mind can come 
up with.  

(Continued from page 10) 
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Gig Harbor Fly Shop – Fishing Report 
 

-James Harrington 

 

 
 
 

Well, even though we know summer does not offi-
cially commence until July 5th in western Wash-
ington, anglers do have much to look forward to.   
 

Topping the list would likely be the small stream 
opener and river "re-opener." For those who 
greatly enjoy fishing small rods with small flies on 
small waters, your time has come. Many of these 
creeks and streams have resident rainbows and 
coastal cutthroat in them.  Many of these streams 
are catch-and-release. We would ask that anglers 
think twice when fishing waters that allow reten-
tion as well. Many of these fish are wild; the rain-
bows may contain genetics that could someday 
beget a steelhead and the coastal cutthroat may 
in fact be sea-runs which happen to have dipped 
into the stream system for any number of rea-
sons. I'll always recommend taking home some 
planter rainbows from a local lake if you're just 
looking to eat some fish. All that said, these trout 
are absolutely gorgeous and can be great fun on 
light rods. 
 

This opener also means that some summer steel-
head options will be underway.  Summer runs 
have a reputation for being more aggressive than 
their winter counterparts and there is nothing 
quite as pleasing as hooking a steelhead while 
wet wading in short sleeves.  
 

Many area lakes should also remain viable op-
tions for stocked trout but anglers should concen-
trate their efforts early and late or fish deep during 
the hours of peak sunshine.  
 

Anglers targeting sea-run cutthroat may also ex-
perience the surprise of hooking an early return-
ing resident coho. These can be a lot of fun and if 
they are hatchery fish may, be eligible for reten-
tion; please carefully consult the regulations be-
fore keeping any salmon during this time. 
 

The final two weeks of lingcod season are upon 
us and it is not unreasonable to still get out and 
get one. Just be aware that spearfishing season 
opens Jun. 1st and spearfishing is not only ex-
tremely effective, you may pull up to a spot only 
to find a dive boat anchored up. 
 

As tough as it may be to keep yourself indoors, it 

may be a wise idea to check out the coho fly box 

and make sure it is filled. The forecast looks good 

and it’s not too terribly far off. 
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Fly of The Month (flashback) 

Credit to FFF Website 

Federation of Fly Fishers Fly of the Month 
 

Comparadun 
June, 1998 

 
Comments by Jim Abbs 

 
If you fish spring creeks-and many eastern and midwestern waters have only groundwater sources---you have 
found that very selective trout and flat water are the rule. For mayfly hatches in such situations, your flies need to 
be perfect· and that may not be enough. To improve your chances, consider the no-hackle comparadun patterns. 
When it comes to adult mayflies and selective trout, the choice often is a no-hackle fly. 
 
Frances Betters introduced the no-hackle Haystack fly in the 1930s and 1940s. But it was the insight and innova-
tion of Doug Swisher and Carl Richards in their book, Selective Trout (1971) that made them popular. Many fly 
fishers soon found out that these flies not only look deadly on the water, trout seem to love them. The Swisher-
Richards flies had a couple of limitations: they were not easy to tie (especially setting the wings properly) and 
often were destroyed by the first fish caught. 
 
However, a more durable no-hackle fly is the Comparadun, described by Al Caucci and Bob Nastasi in their book 
Hatches in 1975. By variations in size, body color and wing color, practically any adult mayfly can be imitated with 
the Comparadun pattern. Due the wing structure, the same pattern often works for the dun and the spinner. The 
other benefits of the Comparadun are that it floats like cork (due to its deer hair wings), is relatively easy to tie --
even in fairly small sizes-- and does not require feathers from $80 rooster necks. 
 
One caution with these flies is that once you start using them, because of their deadly effectiveness, indestructi-
bility, ease of construction and reduced cost you may never go back to conventional mayfly patterns. 
 

MATERIALS 
 

HOOK: Dry fly hook, Mustad 94840 or its equivalent (sizes 10-18, depending on the naturals). A 1XL or 2XL 
is sometimes suggested. 

THREAD: 6/0 flymaster in a color to match the body or with dark bodied patterns, black 
WING: Deer hair fibers from the mask, ears or legs (finer than body hair) 
TAIL: Hackle fibers in a color to match the body or the natural 
BODY: Dubbing fur (or synthetic) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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TYING STEPS 

 
1. Wind a base of thread over the front (eye side) of the hook shank, stopping about one-third of the 

way back from the eye. 
 

2. Cut a small clump of deer hair fibers from the hide and align them (a hair stacker is easiest). The size 
of this clump varies with the size of the fly. For a start choose a clump about the size of a round 
toothpick. 
 

3. Lay the clump of fibers on top of the hook shank with the tips pointing forward toward the eye of the 
hook. 
 

4. Wrap the hair fibers with 4 or 5 turns of thread while pushing down slightly with your thumb so that 
some of the fibers are on top of the shank and some are on the sides. 
 

5. Lift the fibers to a vertical position and put 10-15 turns of thread in front of them. Push the fibers rear-
ward as you make these turns. With this the fibers should fan out forming a 180 degree arc. You may 
have to adjust the fibers a bit as you go. Fibers below the hook shank can be cut off. 
 

6. Wind the thread behind the wings and trim the deer hair fiber butts in a tapered fashion so as to pro-
vide a base for a tapered body. 
 

7. Dub a small ball of fur on to the hook shank just before the bend of the hook. Tie in 2-4 hackle fibers 
on each side of the ball of fur so that they flare out from the hook shank at an angle of about 45 de-
grees. 
 

8. Dub the body with the fur or synthetic of your choice, winding it forward in a tapered fashion. Dub in 
front of the deer hair wing. Place an extra turn or two of dubbing immediately behind and in immedi-
ately in front of the wings. 

 
 

Please Credit FFF Website or FFF Clubwire with any use of the pattern. 
You can direct any questions or comments to FOM at flyofthemonth@fedflyfishers.org 

(Continued from page 13) 
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June 1 2 
Casting Prac-
tice 6 PM 

3 
Lake Deveraux 
Outing 7:30 
AM 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 
Casting Prac-
tice 6 PM 

10 11 
Seven Seas 
Fly Tying 
6:30 PM 

12 
PSFF Mtg. 
6 PM 

13 14 

15 16 
Casting Prac-
tice 6 PM 

17 18 19 
PSFF Bd Mtg 
6 PM 

20 21 
Lake  
Kapowsin 
Outing 8AM 

22 23 
Casting Prac-
tice 6 PM 

24 
Newsletter 
submission 
deadline 5 PM 

25 
Seven Seas 
Fly Tying 
6:30 PM 

26 27 28 

29 30 
Casting Prac-
tice 6 PM 

     

  July 1 
Bass Lake 
Outing 6AM 

2 3 4 
4th of July! 

5 

6 7 
Casting Prac-
tice 6 PM 

8 9 
Seven Seas 
Fly Tying 
6:30 PM 

10 
PSFF Mtg. 
6 PM 

11 12 
Annual Pic-
nic / Nolte 
State Park 

13 14 
Casting Prac-
tice 6 PM 

15 16 17 
PSFF Bd Mtg 
6 PM 

18 19 

20 21 
Casting Prac-
tice 6 PM 

22 23 
Seven Seas 
Fly Tying 
6:30 PM 

24 25 26 
Newsletter 
submission 
deadline 5 PM 

27 28 
Casting Prac-
tice 6 PM 

29 30 31   

SUN MON TUES WEDS THURS FRI SAT 

PSFF Calendar 

Check for Newsletter Article Deadline Date. 
Remember articles can always be submitted early. 
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HOW TO JOIN THE PSFF YAHOO GROUP. 

 
To receive and post to the PSFF Yahoo group you must first sign up as a member of Yahoo if you’re not already 
signed up. 
 
In your browser search for or go to Yahoo.com and look for the button asking if you want to join Yahoo. Click on the 
button and follow the instructions to join Yahoo. You will need an email address, a user name and a password. Re-
member these as periodically Yahoo will ask you to use them to resign in.  
 
Once you are a member of Yahoo look at the top of the Yahoo page and find the search box. Enter PSFF in the box 
and press the ‘Search’ button. There will be a number of results as PSFF is used by several entities. 
 
Scroll down though the list until you find Puget Sound Fly Fishers. Select the Puget Sound Fly Fishers and Yahoo 
will take you to the group site. You will notice a small box that asks you if you want to join the PSFF group. Select 
(yes.) 
 
Another page will open up seeking your sign in information for the PSFF group. This information is separate from 
the information you entered for Yahoo itself. There will be a box for you to enter a short message telling the modera-
tors why you want to join and basically who you are. Again you will be asked to select an email address where the 
PSFF group messages are sent. 
 
You will need to select whether you receive individual messages or a Daily Digest. I suggest a daily digest but you 
can change this selection at any time later. At the bottom of the page you will have to enter, repeat, a displayed 
code of mixed letters and numbers. When you have done this go down to the bottom right and select ‘Join’. You are 
done. 
 
All new members are on a moderated basis and unable to post until approved by a moderator to help prevent SPAM 
and malicious posting. One of the moderators will handle your status usually within 24 hours. 

Puget Sound Flyfishers 
 
Club was founded in 1956 and has a long and proud history 
of involvement, action, camaraderie, and fun. The club's 
website is located at www.psff.org 
 
Aims and Purposes of the Club are: 
1. To improve and encourage the sport of flyfishing by social, 
educational and political means. 
2. To encourage flyfishing and other selective fishing 
techniques as a means of conservation and increasing fish-
ing opportunity. 
3. To encourage the conservation, enhancement of sport 
fishing. 
4. To promote "Sportsmanship" in all aspects of club and 
individual activity. 
5. To aid in the eradication of pollution and other practices 
destructive to fisheries. 
6. To actively assist and encourage the public to become 
flyfishers, and to adopt the club's philosophies. 
 
General Membership Meetings are held on the second 
Thursday of each month (except August). These meetings 
are for social, entertainment and educational purposes. 
 
Educational Activities: The club offers classes and 

instruction in fly fishing, fly-tying, fly-casting and rod building. 
The club has an extensive library of books and videos. The 
club sponsors an annual Spring Clinic to promote flyfishing. 
 
Outings: The club organizes monthly outings to various 
lakes, rivers, and estuaries. Experienced gillies provide 
expert information and instruction on how, when and where 
to fish. 
 
Conservation Activities: The club has a long and proud 
history of encouraging flyfishing (and other selective fishing 
techniques) as a means of conserving and increasing fishing 
opportunities. The club is active in many of the important 
conservation issues of the day and in helping to fund local 
conservation projects. 
 
Membership / Dues: Membership is open to anyone 18 or 
over. Dues are $40 (Family $60) per year plus a one time 
($10 Initiation Fee) per member. 
 
Affiliations: The club is an active member of the 
Washington State Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers 


