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Welcome back! I hope everybody had a great summer and got in a lot of fishing. Also, I hope that
you sought out new places to fish and new people to fish with. Catching a beautiful cutthroat on a
new, remote stretch of water can be awesome.
Fall is coming and the days are getting shorter. But don’t be dismayed, fall fishing can be the best
time to be on the water. So even if you didn’t get the garage cleaned and the house painted, the
wonderful experience that is fall fly fishing needs to be enjoyed.
High-quality fly fishing depends both upon high-quality fish habitat and prudent fishery management.
Fish habitat is so much more than a river or lake itself; such waters are a consequence and
expression of the entire upland landscape and its history. For a variety of reasons, trout habitat is
today under a great deal of stress; regional climate change means warmer winters, lower snowpack,
warmer rivers, lower flows, bark-beetle tree kills, and rampant wildfires, as well as the expansion of
the ranges of invasive and/or warm-water species. The beautiful fish that we cast to need more
advocates with more energy in their corner. Advocates support Puget Sound habitat conservation
and effective fisheries management policies. Please consider pitching in as a volunteer on
conservation projects! Please contact Greg Shimek, PSFF Conservation Chair, if you are interested
in participating in any of our conservation events.
Volunteer clubs need volunteers! As we head toward the end of the calendar year, we will be
looking for nominations for Board members. Historically, we have had a consensus slate with
uncontested elections. There are a limited number of members in our Club who volunteer to serve
as Board members. Several of us on the Board have served for multiple terms, and we need new
blood on the Board. The responsibilities and duties of the office are not onerous and involve only
three or four hours of work a month at most, two hours of which are consumed in attendance at the
monthly Board meeting. I encourage you to volunteer to serve on the Board or run for office. Please
let one of the Board members listed in the newsletter know of your interest.
Look forward to seeing you at our next General Meeting on Thursday, September 12th at Tower
Lanes!
The weather is still great, so call a friend, grab your gear, head out the door and go fishing.
Tight lines!!



OUTINGS
Mike Koslosky mikek1801@gmail.com

Cowlitz/Coldwater Lake Recap

A hardy group of 30 PSFF members and a few from Alpine Fly Fishers descended on John and
Kathy Clark’s Toledo area ranch for several days of camaraderie, food, fishing, and story
swapping. A Friday night/Saturday morning rain shower surprised those of us who pitched tents
in the meadow but those in the hard-sided RV’s and trailers slept through it without notice.
After breakfast, Saturday 13 anglers piled into 12 floatation devices and headed to the Cowlitz
for a multi-hour drift/float in search of trout or a possible steelhead. The fishing was spotty and
sadly some came away skunked. One lucky member managed to haul in a sweet Baker’s Dozen
trout - 12 rainbow and one cutthroat.
Those who opted to hit Coldwater Lake on Saturday also had a hit or miss experience. She’s a
fickle one that Coldwater.
Saturday night’s potluck was a gastronomical coup. Tasty Texas-style BBQ ribs and chicken,
Dave Albert’s yearly smoked turkey, scrumptious sides of greens, various kinds of pasta, fruit,
bread and cheeses assured everyone of a full belly. Saving room for fruit cobbler with ice cream
or a selection of cookies was tough to pass up.
Rounding out the evening was a couple of hands of cribbage for those who like to mark their
pegs!
Sunday called several members to make the trek to Coldwater once again hoping she would be
kinder to us and give up a few fish. Once again mixed results (mostly NO!) was the answer.
However, Bob Shirley, a newcomer to lake fishing, managed to land himself a trout while the
veterans around him struck out. Congrats Bob. Still not convinced Coldwater is a tough cookie to
crack? Ask Phil Oliver. He is a lake expert and couldn’t crack the code to his satisfaction.
PSFF thanks go out to John and Kathy Clark for a fun-filled weekend. Great hosts, and all-
around good folks.





Lake St. Clair, Saturday, September 14, 7 am to 12 noon

Patch your float tube, clean the crud out of your kayak, and head down to Lake St Clair in
Thurston County for a morning of fishing that could surprise you. The lake has rainbows, brown
trout, kokanee, bass, bluegill, yellow perch, channel catfish and black crappie. There is plenty of
structure nearest the primitive launch where warm water species love to ambush prey. And pay
attention to the southwest section of the lake - it drops to 100 feet deep! Hmmm! Plenty of
oxygen-rich cold water down there I’ll bet.

Several years ago thousands of rainbows were dumped into St Clair after the WDFW was sued
by an environmental group. There are still some of these holdovers in the lake and they have
reached some pretty impressive sizes. There are two launches. The improved launch handles
boats which are allowed on the lake. The primitive launch is best used by personal watercraft
since it is steep and does not have a developed ramp. Vault toilets are on-site and of course, you
will need your WDFW access pass.
Predictions are Excellent for rainbows in September so come prepared but don’t neglect your
gear for those other species.

Kamiah, Idaho, October 4, 5, 6
Many of you in the club know and developed friendships with Thomas and Ruben Lamphere.
Last year they moved to Idaho and discovered some amazing fly fishing waters. So here is
your chance to reconnect with them and other club members. October 4-6, 2019 we will be
heading East to Kamiah, ID for our fall club outing. Early October should give us good weather,
easy wading, and prolific October Caddis hatches along with some outstanding streamer
fishing for the big ones! We will be staying at the KOA in Kamiah and venturing out from there
to such waters as the Selway River, Clearwater River, and many other small streams teeming
with hungry trout! Stay tuned as there will be more information to follow!

Final sign-up sheet will be at the September meeting. Let’s work to carpool so we can save
time, gas and energy.



2020 NORTHWEST YOUTH CONSERVATION AND FLY FISHING ACADEMY
Once again we are preparing for another Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing Academy to be
held June 21-27, 2020 at Gwinwood Community Center on Hicks Lake in Lacey, WA. The
Staff will be contacting over 50 dedicated volunteers to contribute their time for the success of
the Academy and the kids. This Academy is all about the girls and boys, 12-16 years old, to
teach them the basics of fly fishing and conservation, etc.. The event is one full week with the
staff and youth living at the Gwinwood Center and boarding in cabins. All meals are provided.
Students need to bring their personal belongings, i.e., sleeping bags, pillows, rubber boots,
etc. All fishing gear and fly tying equipment is provided, however, students may bring their fly
fishing gear.

The event is supported by WCTU and WSCFFI and members of South Sound FF, Olympia
Chapter TU, Puget Sound Fly Fishers of Tacoma and local companies and private
individuals.

The enrollment fee for each student is only $300, sponsorships are available through TU
Chapters, WSCFFI fly clubs, and private donations. No applicant will be turned away because
of lack of funds.

Applications will be accepted starting January 1, 2020, until April 15, 2020. Applications may
be downloaded from our website – www.nwycffa.org, via email to mtclancy39@comcast.net
or call 253-278-0061 and Jim Brosio, brosioj@q.com. Each applicant must submit an essay
explaining why THEY want to attend The Academy. A letter of recommendation is required
from a school teacher or counselor.

The 2020 Academy will be Jim and my last year as Directors for The Academy. It’s time we
passed the reins on to new folks interested in carrying on with The Academy. The new folks
are welcome to attend the 2020 Academy, to shadow us and we will help for as long as it
takes to counsel the new Directors. The event is a two-person task. Jim and I have enjoyed
our time with the event, it’s time we move on.

We are very proud of The Academy, this has been a life-changing experience for many of our
youth.

THE YOUTH OF TODAY ARE THE GUARDIANS OF THE FUTURE FOR OUR SPORT OF
FLYFISHING



PSFF Club Library

We have several hundred items in the library and it is an amazing resource for all to tap into. We
have added 42 books to the library in the last 6 months. We encourage folks to view all of the new
books on the table in the center of the library. The breakdown of the new books are as follows:

Fly Tying
Steelhead flies
Trout flies
Beginner Fly Tying
Streamers
Dry flies
Still water flies
Hackle

Reminders about the Library
1) You must be a paid member in good standing to check out materials
2) You are allowed to check out 3 items from the library at a time.
3) You are allowed to keep checked out materials for 2 months
We rely on club members to keep track of the items that they check out and that you return your
items on time so that the resources are available to everyone. Currently we are missing several
items from the library, so please check your bookshelves, desk for anything that might belong to us
and get it checked back in.
We are always looking to add new books to the library, if you have any suggestions please let me,
Kristin Macy, know and I will see if I can get a copy for us.
Kristin Macy P SFF Club Librarian

Lib 799.1 Subject
Fly Fishing

Destinations
WA Central Cascades
Oregon Deschutes
Oregon
Idaho
Washington
Idaho
Wyoming

Rod Building
Casting
Fly Fishing
Humor

SEPTEMBER SPEAKER

Alex Bradberry, from Waters West Fly Shop in Port Angeles Washington

Alex grew up in San Diego, California fishing for Largemouth Bass with her dad, as well as the many
species of Trout in the Sierras at her grandparents’ cabin. Her high school summers were spent
fishing Southwestern Colorado, near Durango. She worked for Orvis at their San Jose store, and
made the move to Washington after her love affair with Steelhead and Salmon started, to work at
the Gig Harbor Fly Shop. She’s taught intro and intermediate level classes (co-ed and women only),
and hates being asked if she fishes. Alex’s favorite part of working the shop has been custom dying
our materials to Dave’s standard. With months of his oversight (and a final thumbs up from the man
himself), Alex dyes up the same quality Arctic Fox, Amherst, Rhea, and other materials that Waters
West has come to be known for.



PJ's
Tying Tips

Tying Tip - The pen... a mighty tool   
 
$25.00 for a set of three 'Half Hitch' tools? A bit pricey, right? You 
know, the little brass round or hexagon rods with a couple different 
size holes in the ends!  You'll only ever use two of them so.... Old 
plastic retractable ballpoint pen barrels work just as well and are 
free. A couple of different sizes can be made by cutting down the 
pointy end. 

As conservation is a large part of the fly fishing philosophy, I am always
looking for opportunities that our club could take part in or we can do on
our own. The Chambers Creek clean up is still on the list, it just had to be
pushed out due to Kobyoshi Park not being available during the months
we wanted. Stay tuned for more information on this project. I am still
looking for volunteers to help with the Salmon Carcass Spreading Project
in Chambers Creek during the month of September. If any of you have a
potential conservation project in mind please feel free to contact me
anytime.

Greg Shimek
Conservation Chairman

CONSERVATION
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Puget Sound Fly Fishers  

Club was founded in 1956 and has a long and proud history of 
involvement, action, camaraderie, and fun. The club's website is 
located at www.psff.org  

Aims and Purposes of the Club are:  

1. To improve and encourage the sport of fly fishing by social, 
educational and political means. 2. To encourage fly fishing as a 
means of conservation and increasing fishing opportunity.  

3. To encourage the conservation, enhancement and quality of sport 
fishing. 4. To promote both “Fellowship” and "Sportsmanship" in all 
aspects of club and individual activity.  

5. To actively assist and encourage the public to become fly fishers, 
and to adopt the club's mission and philosophies.  

General Membership Meetings are held on the second Thursday of 
each month (except August). These meetings are for social, 
entertainment and educational purposes.  

Educational Activities: The club offers classes and instruction in fly 
fishing, fly-tying, fly-casting and rod building. The club has an 
extensive library of books and videos.  

Outings: The club organizes monthly outings to various lakes, rivers, 
and estuaries. Experienced gillies provide expert information and 
instruction on how, when and where to fish.  

Conservation Activities: The club has a long and proud history of 
encouraging flyfishing (and other selective fishing techniques) as a 
means of conserving and increasing fishing opportunities. The club is 
active in many of the important conservation issues of the day and in 
helping to fund local conservation projects.  

Membership / Dues: Membership is open to anyone 18 or over. Dues 
are $45 per household per year plus a one time ($15 Initiation Fee) 
per member nametag.  

Affiliations: The club is an active member of the Washington State 
Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers  


